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BUILDING BRIDGES:
   CONNECTING THE

COMMUNITY WITH ITS WILD NEIGHBORS



WHAT IS
                        ?







Offers 
opportunities for 

neighbors to keep 
each other 
informed

COVID created 
more “home 

time” than ever 
before

More time to get 
to know their

wild neighbors 
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Gopher Snake
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HARMFUL HELPING
Natural fledgling behavior



SHIFTING PERSPECTIVE

MISIDENTIFICATIONS

HARMFUL HELPING

Urban coyotes

FEAR



HUMAN-WILDLIFE 
CONFLICT &

•

•

•



Spooner Summit in 1877                                                       Source: Western Nevada Historic Photo Collection



"Nevada has no bear, except for 
an occasional one that strays in 
along the Sierras adjacent to Lake 
Tahoe in California. Therefore, we 
have no management 
responsibilities” 
   
– Glen K. Griffith
   NDOW Director - 1979
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Black Bear Population Estimate 1988-2020

NDOW (Lackey 2022): Nevada black bear population estimate 1988-2020













NDOW 2022 Data: Urban Wildlife Calls by Species



NDOW 2022 Data: Urban 
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COMBAT MISINFORMATION
& HIGH CALL VOLUMES:





•

•

•

•



ENGAGEMENT & 
CONNECTIONS



When do we engage?

● In short, not that often...
● Choice to disable comments at 

time of posting
● Users can report comments
● Nextdoor will shut down 

comments if there are lots of 
flagged comments



What's in Your Backyard?

• Who, where, 
what?

• iNaturalist data to 
make it relevant 
to the season

• Great project for 
our AmeriCorps 
interns





What's in Your Backyard?



THANK YOU
 

ANY QUESTIONS?

Learn more about
Living with Wildlife

in Nevada!
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