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BACKGROUND

• In 2000, the Traditional Multistate Conservation Grant Program (T-MSCGP) was 

created, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to make up to $6 million 

annually available for grants.

• $3 million from Wildlife Restoration & 

• $3 million from Sport Fish Restoration

• In 2019, the Hunter Recruitment and Recreational Shooter Recruitment (R3) 

MSCGP was created, authorizing up to $5 million annually for grants that 

promote a national hunting and shooting sports recruitment program. 



MSCGP PURPOSE AND ADMINISTRATION

“To fund projects that address regional or national priority needs of State fish and wildlife 

agencies and their partners that are beyond the scale, scope, and capabilities of a single 

State.”

• The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) and the USFWS work 

cooperatively to manage MSCGP. 

• AFWA manages/reviews grant applications and provides oversight, coordination, and 

guidance

• USFWS announces funding, awards funding, and manages grants



QUICK FACTS

❑ To date, about 500 grants have been awarded through MSCGP since its inception, 
which adds up to about $150 M

 

❑MSCGP grants annually 

 Traditional: 20-25 

 R3:  20 - 30 

❑Grants range 

 R3:  $100,000 – $ 1,000,000, Average grant $350,000

 T:  $  50,000 -  $ $250,000, Average grant $200,000

❑ 100% Federal Funds (no matching funds required)

❑  Performance Period is January 1 -  December 31



MSCGP Cycle
LOIs /Initial Proposals 

Submitted

Proposals 

Invited
Projects Funded

2023 103 63 55

2022 121 54 42

2021 85 52 38

2020* 110 74 64

2019 55 41 39

2018 25 20 18

2017 24 18 17

2016 30 17 14

2015 33 19 14

2014 50 23 13

*In 2020, $5,000,000 were added to MSCGP funding



2023 MSCGP AWARDED GRANTS

$1,243,442.64 

$5,021,621.82 $1,082,744.25 

$1,570,548.00 

$794,459.59 

$713,855.00 

AFWA Priorities R3 Grants

Conservation and Science Relevancy and Inclusion

Coordination Trust Fund Stewardship

$288,950.00

$2,193,918.00

$524,693.00

$1,139,588.82

$874,472.00

Recruitment, Retention, Reactivation (R3) Priorities

Monitoring and Evaluation Marketing

Mentoring Engaging New Audiences

 R3 Capacity and Infrastructure





WHO IS ELIGIBLE 

1. Applicants:

• A State or a group of States;

• Nonprofit organizations

• Public Institutions of higher education (IHE)

• USFWS, a State or a group of States, to carry out the 

National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-

Associated Recreation;

2. Beneficiaries:

• At least 26 States;

• A majority (over 50%) of the States in a USFWS 

Region; or

• A majority of States in an AFWA Region.

3.    Address one of MSCGP Strategic Priorities



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

1. Conservation & Science

2. Relevancy & Inclusion & Participation

3. Capacity Building, Conservation Education, and 

Coordination of Conservation Policies

4. AFWA Priorities Identified in AFWA Funding 

Principles (submitted by ExCom)

5. Recruitment, Retention, Reactivation (R3)



2024 ESTIMATED BUDGET

• Traditional  Wildlife Restoration: $3.2M

• Traditional Sport Fish Restoration: $3M

• R3 – Wildlife Restoration: $4.5M

• Average Budget: $250,000

• Typical number of Grants Awarded: 55

• Mostly funded for a single year with few 

exceptions (only for up to 3 years) – refer to 

National Grants Committee approved criteria



2024 MSCGP TIMELINE

• April 2023  NOFO Published/Request for Full Proposals sent out.

• June 15th   Full Grant Proposals Due to AFWA Portal (no Federal Forms)

• June 16th -19th    AFWA Reviews Full Grant Proposals

• June 20th  - July 28th Full Grant Proposals Review by Technical review teams

• August 1st – 11th  Technical Review Teams Meetings

• August 15th  Applicants are notified and asked to address Technical Review Teams Concerns

•  Direct Announcement posted for the selected FGP

• August 21st    Draft Priority List and Summary sent to National Grants Committee for review before the 

  approval at AFWA Annual Meeting.

• September 5th  Grants and Required Federal Forms uploaded and submitted in GrantSolutions.

• September 24-27  AFWA Annual Meeting

• October 1st t  Priority List submitted to USFWS for Director approval

• October 1st-December 31st USFWS reviews/awards the grants



RESOURCES – AFWA WEBSITE
WWW.FISHWILDLIFE.ORG



1. Features MultiState Conservation Grants 2001- Current Year (work in 

progress) 

2. Search features:

• Organization

• Year

• Priority

MSCGP DATA DASHBOARD

www.fishwildlife.org/mscgp  

http://www.fishwildlife.org/mscgp
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