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PRESIDENT’'S CORNER

Observations
By Marianne Burke, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

A hiker sat at the top of a large stone wall, resting after several hours of backpacking. The Smoky Mountains were
every bit as gorgeous as she expected. From atop the wall she had a clear view of the landscape and the trails
below.

As she sat there taking in the beauty of the Appalachian Trail, she watched a father and son team approach the wall.
As the father and son moved through the trail, they walked in silence. The father was in the lead, with the son slowly
trailing behind. As they approached the large stone wall, the boy stopped and gazed at it. The wall towered above his
head, at least two-stories high and 50 yards long, made of mountain boulders. The boulders were many sizes, some
as large as Volkswagen Beetles, others as large as the boy was himself, and others small enough to fit tightly
between the larger ones. Over time, Mother Nature had built the wall, carefully placing the boulders in concise,
measured, almost mathematical order. Each boulder fit perfectly within, on top, or beside the one before it, with no
errors or empty spaces. It looked as if the boulders were cut exactly to match, with their smooth surfaces and varying
colors forming an intricate natural picture.

“Just like a puzzle.” the boy said aloud to himself. How strange. How amazing! As the boy contemplated the beauty
and complexity of the wall, he called to his father. “Come see, dad. Look at this!” The father turned and went back
up the trail a few steps, stopped and looked at the wall. “Yes son, | see. It's just a bunch of rocks.” With a gesture of
dismissal, the father turned and continued down the trail without another word.

Listen. Watch. Teach. Conservation is inherited. Pass it on.

(A personal experience of ACI President, Marianne Burke.)

NATIONAL NEWS

Conservation Education and Information Network for Agencies Emerging Online
By Jon Marshall, D.J. Case & Associates

Before you read any further, go to Google and punch in “conservation education.”
Click around for a few minutes; then come on back.

No. Seriously. Go do it — but don'’t get sidetracked and end up on somewhere on YouTube. You will want to read
this . ..

... Thanks for coming back! Glad to see you weren't easily taken in by YouTube’s “kitties wearing comical hats”
video or the latest Britney shocker. P U

What you probably found in the top search listings were a few federal
agency pages that branch and link to resources within their sprawling
sites. You likely ran across the omnipresent Project WILD site (well
known for its lack of any content involving kitties in hats). A few state
programs might have shown up in your top 10 results and even a couple
local conservation education programs.

Chances are, when you clicked into these sites, you found general
information about programs, a smattering of fact sheets, coloring pages
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and homework helpers — all good materials and programs but with little broad connection or context.

Now . . . imagine finding a site that lists the programs and materials you ran across in your brief search all in one
place connected by topic, audience and geographic location. Multiply the number of education resources by,
perhaps, 1,000.

Imagine publishing and managing information about your conservation education programs in one, single place
online, then seeing that information propagate across the Web, reaching both key targets and a broad spectrum of
audiences.

You are beginning to picture the Conservation Education Portal.

Imagine a place where you can provide your agency’s wide range of conservation education and information
resources (lesson materials, workshops, hunting courses, camps, events, facilities, videos . . . anything!) alongside
resources from all of North America’s conservation-minded agencies and organizations.

Picture online education-evaluation tools and new two-way communication channels to reach teachers, kids, outdoor
mentors — anyone looking to expand their outdoor knowledge and experience, or help others experience wild things
and wild places.

The Conservation Education Portal is an up-and-coming online destination (actually a network of destinations)
devoted to delivering conservation education/information tools and resources. It is being cooperatively developed
with input from conservation education community representatives — educators, federal agencies, state agencies,
conservation NGOs and naturalists. The effort is driven by Wonders of Wildlife Museum and the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, with assistance from the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and dozens of supporting
conservation organizations.

Importantly, the Conservation Education Portal will be more than a simple Web site — it will be a network of connected
sites designed to present information to target audiences based on their individual needs and interests. It will feature
a “write once/publish many” approach for agencies and organizations to manage content across multiple sites and
present to varied audiences.

A prototype of the network will be unveiled at the North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference, March
25-29 in Phoenix, Arizona. If you attend the conference, you can see the portal prototype in action and explore key
features for linking conservation education programs, expanding audiences and mapping out connections between
people and conservation education resources. The presentation takes place Tuesday, March 25, Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, from 4-5 p.m.

If you are unable to attend, make sure to ask your agency director and/or other agency representatives not to miss
the presentation. (If they don’t seem interested in the portal, tell them the presentation will feature kitties in comical
hats.)

In early April, you will begin to see a prototype emerge at OutdoorResource.orqg, the flagship domain of the
Conservation Education Portal. When you visit, create a login and get ready to plug in to this accelerating effort. Be
prepared for the network to launch later this year.

For more information or to get involved right away, contact D.J. Case & Associates, Jon Marshall, jon@djcase.com,
574-258-0100 or Sara Parker-Pauley, spauley@djcase.com, 573-635-0532.

Update: AFWA Conservation Education Strategy Worki  ng Group

It's year three of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ Conservation Education Strategy Working Group, and
boy has this group been working!

Leaders in conservation education (CE) from across the country are spearheading a major initiative in support of
AFWA strategies and the North American Model of Fish and Wildlife Conservation. The group envisions an informed
and involved citizenry that: 1) Understands the value of our fish and wildlife resources as a public trust; 2)
Appreciates that conservation and management of terrestrial and water resources are essential to sustaining fish and
wildlife, the outdoor landscape, and the quality of our lives; 3) Understands and actively participates in the
stewardship and support of our natural resources; 4) Understands and accepts and/or lawfully participates in hunting,
fishing, trapping, boating, wildlife watching, shooting sports, and other types of resource-related outdoor recreation;
and 5) Understands and actively supports funding for fish and wildlife conservation.

Years one and two were spent developing common strategies and tools to make that vision a national reality. Year

three will concentrate on implementation by member agencies and organizations as well as developing a robust K-12
effort.
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Look for the release of a series of products and services this year, including: a set of key messages and core
concepts for use in education and outreach efforts; a presentation package for the strategy and products; a best
practices planning guide for stewardship education; guidelines for program excellence; staff training for program
evaluation; white papers on the value of field investigation techniques for schools; a K-12 version of the core
concepts sequenced by grade levels; needs assessment and resource tool kit for professional development; and a
community action guide on developing local children in nature efforts.

The Working Group set a standard of inclusion throughout the project working with member state and federal
agencies as well as AFWA committees and content experts to develop the products and tools.

A training and networking event for front-line state and federal staff is being planned for early 2009.

ACI CONFERENCE UPDATE

ACI Conference 2008 — Nashville, Tenn.
By Don King, Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

Make plans now to make the most of your trip to the 2008 ACI conference in Nashville, Tenn. Nashville is a great
place for a family vacation, or to explore on your own. You'll find southern hospitality, plenty of great food, history and
music.

Be sure to visit the ACI site and click the link to the 2008 conference. This portion of the site has been designed to
make it easy for you to learn more about the conference and Nashville. Be sure to check out all the links.

Spouses welcome! Strongly consider bringing family members to this meeting. As you will see, we are organizing
options for activities each day that include shopping, sightseeing and outdoor points of interest for the whole family.

In consideration of tighter state travel budgets, the decision was made to shorten our conference by one day.
Essentially, we have taken our field trip day from the middle of the conference and placed it at the end, making it
optional for those who need to head back home. The Maxwell House has agreed to honor the ACI group room rates
for both the weekend before and the weekend after the conference.

The Millennium Maxwell House Hotel is the site of our conference. It's located near the Tennessee Titans’ practice
facility, and is home for the players on the roster and those trying to make the cut during training camp.

A short, free shuttle ride takes you directly to the downtown area. There, you'll find music venues, restaurants, the
Country Music Hall of Fame, the historic Ryman Auditorium (long-time home of the Grand Ole Opry), the Musicians
Hall of Fame and much, much more. It's easy to spend an entire day exploring.

The Grand Ole Opry

We have reserved a block of tickets for the Opry on Friday night, July 18. We'd like to get an idea of who is planning
to stay for the performance. We have the option to purchase more, if necessary, or release those tickets we won't be
using for a refund. Please contact Juanita Tate at (615) 781-6538 to reserve your seats at the Grand Ole Opry as
soon as you can.

Float the beautiful Harpeth River

Located just outside of Nashville, the Harpeth is an easy float past some of the most picturesque Tennessee
landscape and historical Native American sites. This is an optional trip that will leave the hotel Friday morning and
return mid-afternoon.

See where the stars live

Have you ever wondered where singers like Alan Jackson, Dolly Parton, Brooks and Dunn, Tim McGraw and Faith
Hill live? Another option for Friday is to hop on a bus for a guided tour past many of the homes of the stars. Based on
demand, this may also be available on Saturday, July 19.

Museums, Civil War history
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The Tennessee State Museum features free admission and a well-balanced collection of Tennessee history. It's easy
to spend a good portion of a day looking at all the artifacts on display from our early Native American days through
the Civil War and into the 20th century. Tennessee is rich in Civil War history. Many of the most important battles
were fought in and around Nashville.

The Renaissance Center

Dickson, Tenn. is home to this unique place. It's a state-of-the-art multimedia production facility, performing arts
center and education center offering classes ranging from classical guitar to digital still photography. As noted in the
agenda, we'll travel there on Wednesday for a tour and some tech sessions. Check out the Web site for an online
tour.

Fishing trips

We will be offering guided fishing trips to the Caney Fork River and Percy Priest Lake. Both of these are within an
hour drive from Nashville. If we have enough interest, we will also offer a trip to Dale Hollow Lake. This is the body of
water that produced the world record smallmouth in 1955. Please contact Juanita Tate at (615) 781-6538, and let her
know which trip you would like to take.

The following agenda is a work in progress. As presenters and topics are confirmed, the following agenda will offer
more details.

Conference Agenda (Preliminary)

Monday, July 14
6-9 p.m. — Mixer at the hotel with food. Welcome to Music City!

Tuesday, July 15
9 a.m. — noon — First Plenary Session

1-5 p.m. — Afternoon sessions
6-9 p.m. — Dinner and Auction

Wednesday, July 16

9 a.m. — We'll board air-conditioned coach buses and travel to The Renaissance Center in Dickson
10-11:30 a.m. — Tour the Renaissance Center

11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. — Lunch

1-4 p.m. — New technology sessions

4:30-5:30 p.m. — Travel back to hotel

The rest of the evening is wide open for Nashville exploration

Thursday, July 17
8-9 a.m. — ACI Business Meeting

Morning and afternoon sessions on-site at Millennium Maxwell House Hotel
6-9 p.m. — Dinner and Awards Banquet

Friday, July 18
For those needing to get home, this will be a travel day.

For everyone staying on, let the field trips begin!

SKILL BUILDING

Pride, Professionalism and Good Resources: Creating an award-winning wildlife magazine requires
good communication, thoughtful planning and a skilled staff. It's also helpful to have fun working together,
to be free of significant financial woes, and to have an awesome state to cover.

By Greg Jenkins, Editor, Wildlife in North Carolina

TBW — Spring 2008 Issue -- Page 5 of 12



Five bucks. That's the value of the reward each member of my staff received after
Wildlife in North Carolina magazine won first place in the 4-color magazine
category of the 2006 ACI Awards. For the seven of us — three editors, three graphic
designers and one photographer — that totaled $35.

So, four months after the awards were announced, we all went out for pizza
together. The $35 covered a little more than half of the check, and | picked up the
rest. Thank goodness none of us is in the magazine business for the money.

My staff and I love working for Wildlife in North Carolina (WINC) because we think it
is the best state wildlife magazine in the country, year-in and year-out. We work
well together and, just as importantly, we have fun working together. Editing WINC
is the most fun | have ever had because | learn something new every day. | think
many of my co-workers feel the same.

And although we don’t have big salaries (or any financial rewards to speak of),
there are other benefits to working for the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission. For one, we have pretty darn good
job security because the agency is about 90 percent self-supporting, our bosses like the magazine, and it practically
takes an act of the legislature to fire a state employee in North Carolina. As long as we are cranking out a nice-
looking, well-written and cleanly edited magazine each month, our superiors mostly leave us alone and let us do our
jobs. We get support for most things we ask for, and we even get compliments on a regular basis.

These things are all important factors in our success. There is no substitute for having a good crew that works well
together, enjoys one another’'s company, is relatively happy and is empowered to do their best work each day.
People are what make our magazine a winner, just as they were more than 50 years ago when WINC won its first
ACI magazine award in 1957.

Of course, even with seven people on staff (I know that's a big number compared to many other state wildlife
magazines), we can’t put out a great publication without help from freelancers. We are extremely fortunate to have a
large pool of talented writers, photographers and illustrators who are willing and sometimes eager to help us for the
decent-but-not-great pay rates we offer. Part of their willingness comes from the magazine’s good reputation over
seven decades, and part from the fact that we value what our freelancers do and work with them to present their work
the best way we know how.

That includes doing a lot of detail work—color-correcting photos, nitpicking on edits, fact-checking stories through
experts, constantly using reference books and Web sites, and spending a lot of time talking about how art, text and
layout should combine to best illustrate a feature. We also have a highly detailed production schedule—set up by our
predecessors years and years ago and refined over time—that makes monthly magazine work a breeze. Because
every deadline is included on the schedule, we rarely get behind more than a day or so. And the schedule is set up to
allow us to catch up if we do get in a fix.

Our fairly rigid schedule can sometimes make scheduling vacations difficult, especially if we have another project
such as our photo competition or state fair exhibits during the same time frame. But we know well ahead of time what
is coming up, and we can adjust our schedule—and/or the production schedule—to allow us to have lives outside of
work as well. Speaking of that, after-hours production work is rare here, and late nights are unheard of.

When planning editorial content for the magazine, | try to have stories plugged into the schedule and assigned at
least six months ahead of time, but 12 months is preferable. | move stories around a little bit, but at least 80 to 85
percent of our features stay in the issue | put them in to begin with. | shoot for a balance of hunting, fishing,
conservation, outdoor recreation and natural history stories, along with a smattering of historical pieces, essays and
special things such as photo features. | meet at least yearly with the chiefs of our agency’s other divisions (wildlife
management, inland fisheries, enforcement and engineering) to solicit their ideas for stories. The best of their ideas
become magazine features. This is important because our mission statement says that we are the official educational
publication of our agency. Therefore, we must be diligent about reporting what the Wildlife Commission is doing.
Besides, there are some great projects and people within the agency that make wonderful stories.

The amazing natural resources of our state are another big reason working for WINC is so much fun. North Carolina
has the Blue Ridge Mountains, foothills, a wide piedmont and a huge coastal plain. One hundred twenty-five of our
peaks exceed 5,000 feet, and 43 of those are 6,000 or taller. There are 17 different river basins across the state with
thousands of tributaries. The eastern part of the state has a handful of natural lakes, and there are reservoirs
everywhere. We have savannas, pocosins, bogs, Carolina bays, sandhills, barrier islands, swamps, estuaries, vast
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national forests, numerous wildlife refuges and the Atlantic Ocean. The number of habitat types and the sheer volume
and variety of biodiversity is staggering: reptiles, amphibians, birds, fish, invertebrates and mammals are plentiful
from mountains to coast.

Plus, North Carolina has dozens of different hunting and fishing traditions for species such as white-tailed deer, gray
squirrels, Eastern wild turkeys, striped bass, largemouth bass, crappie, blue marlin and other billfish, ruffed grouse,
several types of catfish, mourning doves, bobwhite quail, black bears, ducks, geese, swans, red foxes, brook trout
and far too many other birds, fish and small mammals to mention.

Even with all of our advantages, it's not all wine and roses here. A few times each month, state government
bureaucracy intrudes and either slows us down or prevent us from doing something we need to do. For instance, our
circulation has fallen 25 percent in the past five years, mostly due to a complete lack of marketing. When we won the
ACI award last year, try as we might, | was unable to parlay that prestige into a marketing campaign. So even though
we were recognized as the nation’s best state wildlife magazine, our subscriptions are still declining.

And in order to buy our staff a pizza lunch to celebrate the ACI win, | had to schedule a meeting, write an agenda,
and send our finance department a list of attendees along with the receipt to be reimbursed 5 bucks per person. What
a pain. But even with the occasional ignominy, this is still a sweet gig.

The fine folks who make Jack Daniel’'s whiskey have a saying that applies here at WINC: “Every day we make it, we’ll
make it the best we can.” Our goal is to make the magazine so good that the ACI judges give us the first-place
magazine award every year. That doesn’t mean it will happen, but it does mean we will always try. Even for five
bucks.

The Right Story at the Right Time:  How a well-timed media story (or two) can make a difference
By Alexandra Pitts, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 8, External Affairs

Sometimes a well-written and well-timed story can have a positive impact on our image and priorities. This fall, two
such stories made a real difference to the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge. When this happens, Fish and Wildlife
Service Project Leaders often ask how their refuge or station can get that kind of coverage. If it can be defined in one
word, that word would be “relationships.” In both cases the writers have strong relationships both with the refuge and
the people who work there.

In late October, Glen Martin, formerly a reporter with the San Francisco Chronicle contacted Sacramento NWR
Deputy Manager Greg Mensik regarding a feature story he was working on for the Chronicle’s pre-Thanksgiving
Sunday Magazine. Glen, a frequent visitor to the refuge and an avid duck hunter, wanted to write a story on the
Pacific Flyway, with an emphasis on improved habitats/wildlife populations/waterfowl populations over the past 20
years. Glen, accompanied by photographer Christina Koci-Hernandez, visited the refuge and interviewed both refuge
and non-refuge staff for “The Birds are Back: Good News along the Pacific Coast Flyway,” which appeared in the
Nov. 18 issue of the Chronicle Magazine.

At the same time, outdoor writer Tom Stienstra was looking for a positive story following the San Francisco Bay oll
spill. He called refuge Supervisory Wildlife Biologist Mike Wolder and published a column about the fly-out at the
Sacramento Refuge that encouraged people to take the driving tour. Tom has a regular column in the Chronicle that
also appears from time to time in other papers that carry columns distributed by the New York Times News Service.
“It's Pretty White Near Sacramento,” which included quotes from Mike, ran in the Chronicle on Nov. 14.

| spoke with Greg after the Thanksgiving holiday to learn what effect, if any, the stories had on the refuge. He
reported that while Thanksgiving and the weekend following are routinely some of their busiest, averaging 1,000
visitors a day, this year the average was nearly 1,350 visitors daily! In addition, many were first-time visitors who
indicated it was the articles in the Chronicle that inspired them to make the journey from the San Francisco Bay area.
Greg emphasized that relationships are at the core of everything we do, and often make the difference between
getting media coverage or not. Like all good relationships, working with the media takes time, patience and careful
cultivation; they don't just happen. Greg recalled that responding quickly with good, factual information is often the
best way to start that relationship. Being a reliable contact for information makes you the “go-to” source. Greg also
reminded me that not every effort is rewarded with an accurate story. If that is the case, keep trying. Put that reporter
on the mailing list and let them know about interesting stories and opportunities at the station.

Greg's last comment was, in many ways, the most important. “Above all else, remember to have fun.” Whether you
work at a refuge, state park, wildlife management area or a fish and wildlife office, we all are involved in fascinating
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restoration and recovery work that people like to write about. Conveying our passion for our work can often get you
the right story at the right time.

(1}

STRATEGIC PLANNING

Florida's Pet Amnesty Days: Media help Florida FWC educate the public about the problem of
releasing exotic wildlife.

By Scott Ball, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

Photos by Tim Donovan

Florida's warm, subtropical climate — tempered by the miracle of air
conditioning — has lured millions of people to take up residence here. That
same climate — minus the air conditioning — also makes it easy for an
assortment of nonnative flora and fauna to thrive here, too. (Think boa
constrictors in the Everglades, walking catfish, kudzu, hydrilla.)

We'll let others debate the pros and cons of the “human invasion,” but the

problems caused when nonnative species become established in Florida

are serious. In many instances they crowd out native species and disrupt

the natural order. Recognizing this as a serious threat, the Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) established its Exotic
Species Coordination Section to deal with the issue of nonnatives in Florida.

One way nonnatives have become established is when owners of exotic fish or wildlife, for whatever reason, decide
they can no longer care for their pets. Rather than have them euthanized, they set them free to “survive in the wild,”
perhaps unaware the practice is illegal.

The FWC stepped up its information/education efforts to discourage this practice, including the establishment of an
annual “Nonnative Pet Amnesty Day” in 2006. We urge exotic-pet owners to bring us their unwanted parrots, boas,
iguanas and what-nots rather than turn them loose. Because it isn’t illegal to own them (although some require
special permits), there’s no penalty to “surrender” them, and we assure people we won't euthanize them either (the
pets, | mean).

Like most new programs, this one started slowly but picked up momentum over the years. We hold the events in a
different city each year and publicized it with news releases, media interviews, posters, outreach to veterinarians, etc.
The first year (2006) saw 12 pets brought in — not a lot, but

not bad either. In 2007 the number grew to 50. Lots of

people showed up, even without animals, and we used each

occasion to promote responsible pet ownership and increase

awareness that releasing nonnative animals is illegal,

inhumane and ecologically unwise.

This year’s event was at the Miami MetroZoo, and the
response was amazing. We received nearly 150 exotic pets
— critters like parrots, macaws, a serval (African cat) and a
14-foot boa constrictor. Because we had recruited and
certified an assortment of adopters, no pets were turned
away, and none were put down.

And the media loved it. Local and state coverage was
tremendous, and all the major national news organizations
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were there, including the broadcast networks, Associated Press, CNN, MSNBC, National Geographic and a segment
on the weekend Today Show (NBC).

Of course, holding one such event per year only scratches the surface. The FWC is also working with partner
organizations to develop smaller-scale, regional events and other strategies to address a serious ecological concern
that won’t go away overnight.

Visit MyFWC.com/nonnatives/ to learn more.

Teaming with Wildlife Updates and Other News from A FWA
By Megan T. Cook, Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

President’'s FY09 Budget Request and State Wildlife  Grants

President Requests $73.8 Million for State Wildlife Grants

President Bush’s fiscal year 2009 budget request includes $73.8 million for State Wildlife Grants, which matches the
level of funding provided in the final budget for fiscal year 2008. Though we are fortunate that State Wildlife Grants
has not been cut in this tight budget environment, we all know that the needs are much greater. The hard work from
the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition — now 5,781 members strong — to build broad, bipartisan support for this program
is THE key reason that we are holding the line on funding.

2008 Teaming with Wildlife Fly-In Day a Success!

On Feb. 27 over 150 people from 41 states flew into Washington, DC for the annual Teaming with Wildlife Fly-In Day.
Participants met with their Congressional delegations, urging them to sign the “Dear Colleague” letters being
circulated by our champions in the Senate and House calling on the Appropriations Committees to provide at least
$85 million for the State Wildlife Grants Program in fiscal year 2009. Last year, a record 60 Senators and 162
Representatives signed the letters in support of $85 million; we are confident we can do even better this year.

Long-term and Dedicated Funding Update

Wildlife Funding in Climate Change Legislation

On Dec. 5, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved the Lieberman-Warner Climate Security
Act (S.2191), including provisions that would provide substantial dedicated funding to the Wildlife Conservation and
Restoration Program. Thanks to the hard work by many members of the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition, as much as
$3 billion per year could go to state fish and wildlife agencies for activities to assist fish and wildlife species impacted
by climate change. For the full text of the bill, see http://www.teaming.com/pdf/Lieberman_Warner_Amended.pdf.

Dedicated Funding Opportunity: The Teaming with Wildlife Act of 2008!

An exciting development in our efforts to secure dedicated funding for state wildlife conservation is the introduction
the Teaming with Wildlife Act of 2008 (S.2670) by senators Tim P. Johnson (D-SD) and Debbie Stabenow (D-Ml).
This bill dedicates $350 million a year for five years to the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Program for wildlife
conservation, restoration and related recreation and education. The funding comes from existing federal revenue
from onshore and offshore mineral production. For the full text of the bill, see
http://www.teaming.com/pdf/Teaming_with_Wildlife Act_of 2008.pdf.

From Vision to On-the-Ground Action: New Wildlife Action Plan Publication

The Association is in the final stages of putting together a new report highlighting on-the-ground work in every state to
implement their wildlife action plans. This new publication will be used in our ongoing efforts to secure dedicated
funding for state fish and wildlife conservation. An electronic copy of the publication will be available online in the
coming weeks at www.wildlifeactionplans.org.

Teaming with Wildlife Staff Update

Since the Association’s Doris Duke Charitable Foundation grant has come to an end, Coalition and Communications
Associate Sean Robertson has taken a new position as Public Policy Specialist at the Land Trust Alliance. He may
now be reached at srobertson@Ita.org.
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—  —— OTHER NEWS

ACI Awards Deadline Approaches: March 28!
By Thomas Gresham, ACI Awards Chair, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

The onset of spring brings with it innumerable little pleasures; for most folks, gardening, leisurely Sunday strolls and
plenty of warm sunshine list high among them. At the very bottom of the list of things we want to do is “work more.”
But, I'm asking you to do it anyway.

Your agency membership makes you eligible to enter the ACI Awards contest. This yearly event pits your
communication skills against your colleagues’ countrywide. It is a chance to learn what you're doing right and where
you can improve.

An ACI member chairs each category and selects three judges to cast a critical eye on the entries. Judges determine
scores by assigning a value (usually between one and 10) to a number of questions characterizing each entry. For
example, in the magazine article categories, the judge will assign a value depending on how well the article writer
uses grammar and punctuation, organizes material and uses reader-appropriate language, among others. Once
each judge evaluates each entry, the category chair tallies the results and sends it all to me. | check each judgels
marks and tally everything once again. You learn the results of the contest at our summer meeting.

As a former judge and category chair, | can give you but one piece of sound advice: Construct your statement of
purpose carefully. It usually counts for 10 percent of your score and factors into all other questions to which the
judges assign values. “Who will view your poster?” “Why did you write this book?” “What message does this
photograph convey?” are questions the judges will ask themselves. If you have already answered their questions
effectively with your statement of purpose, the judges will have a clearer idea of your intent and will usually score
your entry higher.

The ACI Awards provide a unique opportunity to gain experience and recognition for work well done. Take some time
to review the projects and publications with which you were involved last year and enter our contest. Your time and
effort will be well-rewarded.

You'll find an entry packet on the ACI Web site at www.aci-net.org. Click on the awards link on the left side of the
screen to access the categories and guidelines. If you need more assistance, contact Thomas Gresham at
tgresham@wilf.louisiana.gov. Don't forget: The deadline for entries is March 28!

False Start
By Jeff Eschler, AClI Webmaster

In the last issue of the Balance Wheel | discussed the launch of ACI's new Web site. A few months later | find myself
writing about yet another launch of the site. We were using a content management system provided by ClubRunner
and found that it just wasn’t meeting the needs of our association. So, we've decided to backtrack a bit, but hopefully
it will be only one step backward and many steps forward. The new site is ready to go, and it will allow us much
greater flexibility than the content management system. After a bit of a false start, | believe that we are now headed in
the right direction.

Check out the new site at: http://www.aci-net.org. When you get there, please verify your agency’s contact
information on the Directory page. We'd like to keep this listing current, so please e-mail any changes to me at
jeffeschler@utah.gov. Also, beginning April 1st you will be able to pay your conference registration online with a
credit card (via PayPal). Simply click on the link to Conferences, and then select the "Pay Now" button.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the new site, send an email to me at jeffeschler@utah.gov.
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/; A\ News of the Weird

U If you encounter bizarre headlines from your state that we can include in future issues of The
Balance Wheel, please send the story or a link to Dottie Head, TBW editor, at
dottiehead1@yahoo.com. A few caveats: 1) they must involve agency personnel, and 2) they
should be humorous, but not tragic....in other words, nobody was seriously injured or killed. Enjoy!

Darwin Award Candidates: Two Men Shot During Tatto o Trace
Submitted by Scott Ball, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

What were they thinking? In a recent moment of brilliance, two New Mexico men accidentally shot themselves while
trying to trace a loaded .357-caliber Magnum as a pattern for a tattoo, according to police reports from Otero County
New Mexico. Robert Glasser and Joey Acosta, both 22, were treated at a hospital in El Paso, Tex., after the
shooting. Apparently, Glasser was struck in the hand and Acosta was hit in the left arm. While their injuries were not
life-threatening, rumor has it that the two are now leading candidates for the Darwin Awards.

Teen Charged with lllegal Hunting after Running dow  n Decoy Deer
Submitted by Scott Ball

A Bay County, Florida teen was recently cited for attempting to kill a deer by illegal methods after attempting to run
down a deer decoy with his truck, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

FWC officers had just placed a new deer decoy off a roadway in a wildlife management area. As they watched, the
16-year-old driver initially slowed and “then accelerated through a ditch and up a hill” to run it over. The driver fled but
was located several miles down the road. He admitted to seeing the deer, which was really a decoy, and trying to run
over it.

He was also charged with reckless driving and attempting to take game after legal hours.

Thief Snaps His Own Mug Shot
Submitted by Scott Ball

A hunter told an officer from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission that someone had stolen his
$700 game camera. The camera was cabled to a tree and set up to transmit game photos to his e-mail account so
he could view them from home.

While the man was taking the camera, the camera was taking something of his — his picture. The officer is

investigating the incident, but the thief caught a lucky break: in the photograph, his face is partially obscured by some
brush, making it hard to identify the suspect.

UPCOMING EVENTS & DEADLINES

73" North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conf  erence — March 25-29, Phoenix,
Ariz.

International Boating and Water Safety Summit  — April 16-19, San Diego, Calif.

64" Annual Northeast Fish and Wildlife Conference  — April 27-30, Galloway, N.J.

ACI Annual Conference — July 14-18, Millennium Maxwell House Hotel, Nashville, Tenn.
AFWA Annual Meeting - Sept. 7-12, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

The Wildlife Society 15™ Annual Conference — Nov. 8-12, Miami, Fla.
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USFWS External Affairs Program Moves to Arlington, Va.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service External Affairs Program recently relocated its Media Services and Congressional
and Legislative Affairs staffs to Arlington, Va. The Service’s Native American Liaison and Environmental Justice
Coordinator were also moved from Washington, D.C. to Arlington.

The new mailing address is as follows:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office of External Affairs
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 330 ARL
Arlington, VA 22203

Phone numbers have also been changed. The main public affairs number is now (703) 358-2220.

ACIl Members Appointed to RBFF Board

Long-time ACI members Dave Chanda, New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, and Lydia Saldafia, Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department were recently appointed to serve three-year terms on the board of the Recreational Boating
& Fishing Foundation (RBFF), announced Frank Peterson, president and CEO of RBFF.

RBFF is a nonprofit organization established in 1998 to increase participation in recreational angling and boating.
RBFF helps people discover, share and protect the legacy of boating and fishing through national outreach programs
including the Take Me Fishing campaign and Anglers' Legacy.

North Carolina Hires New PIO

Carolyn Rickard is the newest public information officer with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.
Carolyn, who started Feb. 1, is responsible for news about the Wildlife Management and Engineering divisions. She

came to the NCWRC from The Herald-Sun newspaper in Durham, where she worked for five years covering
education and county government. She enjoys reading, writing and knitting.
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